Distal urinary obstruction.
Despite the sound experimental basis and initial promise of early animal models, the results of antenatal intervention have been disappointing, with high rates of misdiagnosis of urethral valves, complications from vesicoamniotic shunting, perinatal mortality, and long-term renal impairment and bladder dysfunction in survivors. The recent development of a cystoscopic approach might obviate some of these problems, but to date the procedure been limited by technical difficulty in negotiating the urethrovesical angle. Overcoming these difficulties through equipment modifications might allow definitive testing of whether or not alleviating distal urinary obstruction in utero is beneficial.